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Hadleigh, England 


No one ean se#y why, exactly, the founders of Hadley, 
in Massachusetts enlled this town after Hadleigh in 
England, 

There is 2 similarity in the setting of the towns. 
Hadleigh is situated on = river amidst unspoilt rural 
scenery of greet n°tural charm, sixty-six miles north-e-st 
of London. From e-rly days, Hadleigh has been a plece of 
Amportance. In Sexon times it was the canital eity of the 
Eest Angles. 

Nhen Flemish weavers were seeking sanctusry from re- 
ligious persecution on the Continent, they made Hadleigh a 
notable center of the woolen cloth industry. Perhaps it wes thei’ 
& descendents of one of these who sought religious freedom 
here and called it Hadley. 

John Winthrop who became the first governor of Massachusetts 
Spent most of his life, until he led the Puriten emigration 
to this country, very nesr Hadleigh. There is a story that 
he courted his third wife in Hadleigh--which suggests a 
most excellent reason to neme this Massachusetts town 
Hadley, and honor the governor as well #s his ledy. 

The record of the General Court, May22,1661 reads: 

"On the motion of the inhabitants of the new plantation 
nere Northampton, relating to sundry particculars, it is 
ordered by this Court, that the sd toune shall be called 


Hadley, and that for the better government of the people, 
& suppressing of sinns there, .... 


As esrly as the fourteenth century, 4 grammer school was 


established, which ws recorded as a notable center of lesrning 


in Elizebethan times. Two of the translstors of the Bible 
in 1611 first studied their Greek and Hebrew at the Guild 
school in Hadleigh, Later in the century the University of 
Cambridge evacuated to Hedleigh on account of the plague. 
Two of Hadley's citizens visited Hedleigh in 1953 and 
enthusiastically praise the modern, busy, sus¥ country town. 
Although other industries have now replaced its ancient wool 


trade it has all modern amenities, such as good restaurants, 


end "petrol filling stctions." ‘There are excellent shops in 


humerous picturesque old buildings whieh impart an atmosphere 
of mellowed chsrm and portray Hadleigh's long history. 

The Chairmen of the Hedleigh Urban District Council, 
Mrs. Margsret H. Plume ssystthat the Council wishes to en- 
courage some industrial development and =n increase in the 
population during the next few yesrs, but on the other hand 
they intend to preserve the essential characteristics of 


the town. 


~*~ Es ca aC aN Re ¥ » ey, 
pf ; nt Sys Tip: vy 
> ‘ ; WV ‘o's - \, aq ‘7 i : ‘t \ i: 
"_ > wh i a 
; yh Vag, a 


a 
asw Loodes temastg & .yusnes ginesdeoat Py as une of i | 
me te: 

tatcel to astneo eideton.s es remrees aw io idw (owes tai 
eldig edd to arte tofenetd ent te owT .comhd dep: 74 
bitin eAt vs werdel Baie xwee1D ther? be tiude sont ‘£485 at) s 

to yttetsvial ef yivdimes eft at rede] ate lhnt, me Foorige | c 
ouasiag et) to daucsss fo dgteldsk o¢ begens EVE saa I 
bas ccul af datelbsh Oeslety anealsto a ‘ver eH to ow? AX | 
“woe vitnauwes ¥aee ,yand ,cied0m, edd Date tA aces 


Je 
loow @mietons atf Sessigsi wot évsd sefxdanbat 198eo raves tas 


,cirewstas!l Doon ef dave ,aelvigems atedoa i a ang ol a Cem 


Vik 

at afede tnelisexes ets eted? ".anotivta getty Louted Bex | 
| bat ‘ 
siedgeomts cs ¢taqmt deldw apathitud SLe exspeetutaig bach gh 
i a Pay ew 4 


“toteld gaol a’dgteloalh yeasiog hae minds bewollom co 


og! 4 


; | 4 tok ; mS 
{fonyol ¢hf1/siC wedi defefoch eid to acamtedd gh ay 


: Pat 
-~7e o¢ aotetw Lfomed els settsayee enwlIY ie Jeg Ber he OO Se 


yoo 
basd vedio eid mo dud ,etesy’ wet THO A edd root fess aotdal “19 


‘” 
m1 


edd mi sasetogt as Sr. tnemgoleveb fetudanbens S08 98 


oO - | 
(06 Be 
a 


7” 


to sotdatretontedo f[atinesrs end. eviesetg od poedak ye 


7 : sf | td ; F | fe ’ J i; if 
i LO ) ere “ae ae AS 
wie ats a 4 “} te é vi os : Hale te 


What it is, is Hadley- 


Hadley Tercentenary 
1659-1959 


When word of the newcomers on the coastal 
settlement at Plymouth reached the fresh water, 
Nipmuck,Indians, living inland between Worcester 
Pra tome ontinene ceoctat nee? ee 
their marvelous weapons would help them from the 
raids of the greatly feared man-eaters, the Mo- 
hawk, The numbers of arrowheads found in the 
Valley meadows which are of the type of flint de- 
rived from west of the Hudson river, are mute tes- 
timony of such Mohawk raids. 

The Norwattuck bands of Nipmuck, who lived 
near the Connecticut River and raised crops in the 
fertile meadows had been almost wiped out by the 
yellow sickness, or plague, brought to America 
by early ships from Europe at the end of the XVI 
century. The few men who survived needed help to 
protect their women and children from the fate of 
slavery or worse, When hungry Mohawk hunters at- 
tacked them, the headmen knew their territory which 
they had inherited from their parents and grandpa- 
rents before then iret Contain ne eed cae: 
worship and recreations. They uged a primitive 
form of writing called pictographs. Their wo- 


men had learned to make clay pots and dishes. Be- 
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fore the demoralization of their culture by con- 
tact with Europeans, the Indians of the Valley 
had developed to a higher level than the norma- 
dic tribes. They were not stupid. They hoped 
they could induce the newcomers to settle among 
them, 

Twice, delegates of these Nipmuck Indians 
visited the Massachusetts Bay Colony to seek set- 
tlers. They extolled the corn produced and the 
marvellous fishing. Indeed fifty canoes with corn 
had been taken down the river to help the first 
settlers at the lower plantation at Windsor. With= 
in three years after the landing of the Pilgrims, 
1,700 immigrants had come to the shores of New 
England. The pressure of numbers of families in 
the first wave of emigrating Europeans and the 
seemingly limitless stretches of meadow and wood- 
land brought about arrangements for up-river set- 
tlements in the Connecticut Valley. 

The Europeans guite naturally considered them- 
selves superior to the aboriginals. The material 
advantages, few as they were, which the first set- 
tlers brought with them even caused some of the 
natives to wonder whether the white man's God was 
not stronger than his Gods. Very few white men 


respected the Indians. Occasions when Indians 


had been tricked and murdered had caused 4 war- 
ning to be circulated among the tribes that white 
men spoke with crooked tongues. 

The rivalry of European kingdoms complica- 
ted the struggle in this country. Dutch traders 
gave guns to the tribes to help them bring in 
more beaver skins. The French and English both 
used arguments based on the adventages of their 
religions, bolstered with gifts of knives, hat- 
chets and other things to outdo each other. Traf- 
fic with the natives in rum was forbidden but fre- 
quent even in Hadley. The wars on the Continent 
and on the Seas were extended by Europeans for 
control of the new lands as well. 

As Philip tried to unite all the tribes of 
New England to rid the country of these foreigners 
who were excluding his people from their native 
lands, the newcomers were just as determined to 
stay. It was a death struggle. Gradually in one 
place after another the Indians were eliminated. 
After the massacre by Captain Turner at the falls 
now named for him, the two camps of Indians in the 
vicinity of Hadley quietly withdrew to join kinfolk 


north of Albany. (1676) 


Seventeen years before this, a number of English- 


men who dissented in points of church doctrine took 
the opportunity to withdraw from Weathersfield to 
found a new church and town. On April 18, 1659, 
there were 59 names signed to the Agreement to 
transplant from Connecticut to the Massachusetts 
plantation purchased from the Indians on the east 
side of the Connecticut River and on the west, be- 
side Northampton, "there to inhabit and dwell by 
September 1660," 

The record of the General Court, May 22, 1661, 
reads:--'On the motion of the inhabitants of the 
new plantation nere Northampton, relating to sun- 
dry particculars, it is ordered by this Court, that 
the sd toune shall be called Hadley,"... John Win- 
throp who became the first governor of Massachusetts 
spent most of his life, until he led the Puritan 
emigration to this country, very near Hadleigh, 
Englend, There is a story that he courted his third 
wife in Hadleigh--which suggests a most excellent 
reason to name this new Massachusetts town Hadley, 
and honor the governor as well as his lady. 

Within the bounds of this plantation, there 
were approximately eighty square miles. Not much 


more than one hundred years later in the oriSinal 


plantation of Hadley, settlements had become the 
towns of Hatfield, South Hadley, Sunderland, Am- 
herst, and Granby. The original settlers planned 
for their homes, their lands and roads, their 
town government, as for their church and school 
so well, that centuries later Hadley continues 

to develop on the same framework. And its citi- 
zens continue to recognize their individual res- 
ponsibilities as members of the community. 

In the struggle between France and England 
to control the colonies so rich in raw material, 
the French used Indians to raid the English set- 
tlers, From the area of Hadley's plantation, 167 
men fought for the British in the French and 
Indian Wars, This fighting eliminated Indians 
as a threat to New England, These were years of 
terror, hardship and disease, Even smallpox in- 
oculations sometimes took lives instead of saving 
them. But following the War of Independence, there 
was a peaceful period of growth and industry. 

Along the mill streams of Hadley, including 
North Hadley, there were "manufactories" in 1854: 
5 saw mills; 2 grist mills; 3 blacksmith shops; 

5 stores, 2 with post offices; 1 plaster and wire 


manufactory; 6 broom making shops; 1 wheelwright 


and wagon shops. Schools and Academies were avail- 
able to both sexes with College as a goal leading 
to professions. The system of Apprenticeship pro- 
vided training for trade and business, 

Immigrants from starving Ireland were used in 
menial and hard labor, Some worked as farm help 
in Hadley, gradually being accepted in the com- 
munity although their Roman Catholicism was dis- 
trusted many years. 

With the development of factories many French 
Canadians came into the Valley. They too were ri- 
diculed and exploited but finally became citizens 
and landowners when opportunities occurreg just 
as the Irish had done. The openings in the west 
after the Civil War as well as many deaths caused 
by the War, left meny ferms in Hadley available to 
these recent arrivals. 

At the turn of the twentieth century the con- 
tinuing expansion in the United St tes made oppor- 
tunities for great numbers of people from Europe, 
In Hadley the majority of immigrants at this period 
were from Poland. They too had strange speech and 
customs and suffered hardships and exploitation. 


But there were opportunities to work and save money. 


Parents made sacrifices as well as their reletions 
and children. The combined efforts made the promise 
of this new world come true. There were opportun- 
ities to get aheed. 

Reading the nemes of tax payers in Hadley gives 
a synopsis of the success story of the immigrants 
who have settled here during the past 300 years. 
There is no descendent of a native American born 
in the Valley before 1659. There are a few who can 
trace back their ties with the original settlers. 
Other names which may suggest one or another of the 
later immigrations are now mostly American citizens 
by birth or choice. 

The little town of Hadley is still primarily 
an agricultural community. The soil continues to 
yield crops of high quality and support fine grow- 
ing families, but to meet demands financially par- 
ents often supplement their farming with other work. 
Industry is no longer based on water power. The 
railroad has lost much of its business to trucking 
concerns, The blacksmith shops have become filling 
stations and gsrages. The old time "Taverns" have 
become the highly specialized Motels, Sceneshave 


chenged greatly even in 50 years. 


But in spite of the diversification of inter- 
and changes 
estsaAin the community, its citizens are proud of 
their heritage and hope to continue to uphold 


the best in the tradition of Hadley. 


Some Old Houses of Hadley 


by 
Eleanor S. Upton 


Unlike some towns in the Connecticut River Valley, Hadley 
has had a fairly peaceful continuous existence for the three 
hundred years we are celebrating in 1959. WNo slaughter like 
that at Brookfield, no carrying off of captives as from Deerfield, 
no invasion by great industries like Springfield's, Hadley today 
is chiefly a farming commmity with a few tablets and placques as 
reminders of turbulent times that almost passed it by. 

For a picture of these three centuries in one, look along 
West Street. There it is, one mile long, with a grassy common in 
the middle; actually two streets, each with one row of unpretentious 
wooden houses. Its width is so nearly that of the original twenty 


rods that the bus driver calls out "Which side?" if you say "Please 


stop at West Street.” And the river still flows around both ends, 


though hidden by a dike at the north and repelled by a swamy 
meadow at the south which it overflows at flood times. 

So it was laid out, at least partially, in 1659, by the advance 
party of English settlers from down the river - = from Hartford, 
Windsor and Wethersfield. No doubt the “Broad Street" of Vethers- 
field suggested this shape of town, instead of the usual square 
"“sommon" with home lots around it. In 1771 a Wethersfield man said 


to John Adams of that street: “There is not such another street in 


Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) 


America except in Hadley." 

The town plot was laid out in four "quarters", two on each side 
of the street. These were divided by the "middle lane to the woods", 
which is today called Russell Street after the first pastor about whose 
name hovers the one romantic and historically significant story that 
Hadley cherishes as its own ~ = the "Angel of Hadley". ‘he four quarters 
were ordered to be fenced by the householders by mid-April, 1661, the 
town to set up sturdier barriers at the north and south ends of the 
street and at the crossing of the middle lane, with gates, to keep out 
cattle and Indians. 

In February, 1676, during the troubles of King Philip's War, it was 
ordered that palisades, evidently already begun, be maintained. They 
were true fortifications made of split sticks of timber, perhaps ten 
feet long, set close together two feet in the ground and eight above, 
probably fastened to a piece of wood like a fence rail at the top. 

The fortification ran behind the buildings around the town, with gates 
at the ends and at the sides where the highways crossed. Thus it cut 
off each home lot behind the house so that the householder going out 
to his land had to go to a gate and then cross over the lots of others 
to get to his own lot, in most cases. 

How large were these hom lots? It is interesting that without 
regard to his economic or social status each man got about eight acres, 
any deficiency being made up in maadow land. For instance, former 
Governor Yebster and "Goodman" William Lewis were assigned the same 
amount. The same held fairly true for the settlers who took up places 
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What houses are to be seen on West Street today that have the 
identifying characteristics of colonial structures? Not many, but 
enough examples to give us a glimpse of life in those times, before 


the Revolution and persisting into Federal times as well. 


(The paragraph, abouth the 7th from the beginning, should be 
changed by taking out the words "Disregarding buildings outside 
the fence or the stockade” to read as above] 


Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) i 
on thewest side of the river, as Hatfield and Hadley were at first 
together. By 1663 there were forty-seven fome lots on what is 
now West Street. Already allotments of land outside the fence 
were being made for cultivation and pasturage, and houses were 
soon built in these outlying portions. 

Disregarding buildings outside of the fence or the stockade, 
what houses are to be seen in Hadley today that have the identifye 
ing characteristics of colonial structures? Not many, but enough 
examples to give us a glimpse of life in those times before the 
Revolution, and persisting into Federal times as well. 

Those few pioneers of the fall and winter of 1659-60 could 
hardly have put up real houses. Again, Wethersfield may give a 
hint for it was there in 1634 that "two or three huts" were put up 
for the. winter. Then, when the families cane to Hadley, there may 
have been log buildings, even some with thatched roofs and wooden 
chimneys; but permanent frame houses seem to have soon arisen, con- 
structed much like the somewhat later houses surviving today. The 
New England colonial settlers included craftsmen who had served 
apprenticeships in various building trades in England, and could 
apply their skills to materials and in forms prescribed by con- 
ditions in the new country. But an instance of the persistence so 
characteristic of the English is the use of oak for beams and even 
for walls, in spite of the abundance of softer wocis, like pine, 
which would be easier to fashion. 

What do we look for in an old house as evidence of its belonging 


Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) 


to the colonial perio& or the early nineteenth century? First, the 
frame of the house. The solidity and unshakeableness which have 
made these structures endure through frost, hurricanes, floods and 
the ravages of wood-be improvers, or of neglect, can be traced in the 
sills, corner-posts, "girte”,"summer beams’, and rafters which made up 
the essential elements of frame and roof. 

It is a curious fact that in Hadley the sills, those four 
horizontal timbers on which ths house is based, rested very near the 
ground. Foundation walis were low because until perhaps 1720 no stones 
were to be had except in Indian territory, and sven later mane mast be 
hauled from a great distance. The Hadley "flats” are not like the 
usual stony ground of New Mngland. Plainly visible in the corners of 
rooms in several Hadley houses are the vertical posts in the first 
and second stories, locked firmly inte the sills by being "tenoned”, 
that is, fitted into a slot in the timber below. At the level of the 
second fleor, the continuous set of horizontal timbers, called “zgirts", 
were in the same way "framed" into the posts. Across the middle of 
the room, framed into the girts, is still often seen the heaviest 
timber of the whole house, the so-called “summer beam". Climbing to 
the attic we are impressed by the rafters of the roof, their "feet" 
secured by a notch cut in the timbers which correspond to the girts, 
but which for some reason are termed "plates" up there. Great oak 
pegs make assurance doubly sure, protruding plainly from the exposed 
woodwork. 


-5- 
Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont. ) 
Most of the roofs of the houses now surviving earlier days are 
of the common "pitch" type, but there is at least one "hip" roof, 
its four sides slanting up to a ridgepole on top. Sylvester Judd, 


historian of the Connecticut Valley, speaks of some "gambrel roofs" 


in his day, but says they dated no earlier than 1760 or 1765. There 
is, of course, the one which Charles Phelps (1744-1814) built on 
the Porter-Phelps-Huntington house in North Hadley, originally 
erected in 1752. 

Yellow pine was used for beams and plates in many houses standing 
in his time (mid-ninetéenth century) says Judd, and no doubt also 
for the "laths" which were actually split boards of widths that 
varied considerably. Hand-wroaght nails are pulled out of clap- 
boards today when an owner decides to insulate his old house, or 
from the wide floor-boards when they have to come up because the 
floods have rotted them. 

How were these wooden parts of the structure fashioned? Step 
inte the Farm Museum behind the Hadley Town Hall, where can be 
seen specimens of the kind of tools used in the process. First 
there is the felling axe, which chops the tree down and probably 
removes the bark and very roughly "squares" the log. Then there is 
the broad axe. HFafters in the Museum plainly show how between 
slits made with the fellin; axe, strokes of the broad axe squared 
a log to a straight level beam. ‘The handle of this axe may slant 
to right or to left, probably not so much for a right-handed or 
left*handed workman as to keep right-hand fingers from scraping as 


Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) 


he worked along one side of the log, and along the other side, 
those of the left hand. Until 1664 or 1665, and again apparently 
for a time before 1684, there was no sewmill so that boards for 
floors and side walls were sawed by hand. A specimen of a framed 
pitesaw is interesting. One man stood in a pit, across which the 
timber rested, and the saw was worked wo and down by him and a man 
on top till it had divided the timber lengthwise. 

The reason why so few huge chismeys, which we agsociate with 
old houses, are seen above Hadley roofs is that they have often 
been taken down or have been rebuilt from the roof. Fireplaces have . 
been boarded up in many cases, and brick ovens concealed; but enough 
are left to impress us by the size and clever construction of them. 
There may be a smoke-oven in the chimney in an upper story, which 
Gan still be used for curing hams. Brickwork arches in the cellar 
to support a echinmey are found in several old houses. 

Outside the houses are the clapboards, a protection against 
the New @ugland weather which ths settlers could not have learned 
of in the milder climate of the home country. ‘Some very interesting 
doorways aye extant, showing such architectural features as pilasters 
(square colums in the wall, projecting not more than a quarter of 
their thickness), pédiments (a small gable over the door), fanlights, 
earvings and other decorations, often quite delicate, better seen 
than described. 

Inside the house there may be panelling, corner cupboards, 
window shutters that folded or slid into the wall, a stairerail and 
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balusters turned by hand, and the well-known H, Ll, and butterfly 
hinges. 

Wo house or home lot within the area of the o1d stockade is 
still in the hands of descendants of the original forty-seven house- 
holders. At least one attempt has been mde to trace the succession 
of owners in the first two hundred and fifty years, and the location 
of existing buildings in relation to the boundaries of the lots, 
but in this case the very researchers contradict themselves. How 
ever, J. G. Hollani says that in 1855 three lots, those of Samel 
Porter, John White and Richard Montague, were still in the hands 
of the respective families. ‘Two maps of 1860 show the effect of 
the Civil Yar by the sppearance of new names (some of them Irish, 
and some of widows). The appesrance of Irish names is explained by 
the fact that in some instances a widow preferred to sell her prop= 
erty rather than live alone. om of the first generation of Irish, 
who had worked hard and saved their earnings, were able to buy such 
homes and farms. The present Porter house, now about one hundred 
forty-five years old, did not pass out of the hands of the Porters 
till a somparatively short time before the present family bought it 
in 1901. Dv. Franklin Bonney, indefatigable collector of information 
about his town, wrote in 1904 that there were then twenty-four 
houses standing which were one hundred years old or older, and 
éleven of these were of the eighteenth century. 

Let us begin at the south end of the long street, West Street. 


Here staiids a gray hipped-roof house, near the bank overhanging a 
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From the living room walls ir Hannigan has removed boards 
which had concealed panelling, and he also has replaced 
several original doors that he found on the place. Modern 
doors had been substituted for these when repairs to the 
first floor were being made after flood damage at some 


previous time, 


[| These two sentences should be added to the paragraph on 
the second of the houses described, beginning 
“Across the common, on the east side of the atrest, are 
four emaller houses ..." 
to follow the words 
"For instance, in a sixteen-foot room there were only 
thirteen boards.” j 
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meadow which was formerly a swamp, ani before that a sweep of 

the Connecticut River itself. This house is on the approximate 
site of that of the first ferryman, Joseph Kellogg, who also 

kept an inn hare. He vas a weaver, formerly of Farmington, whose 
first Hadley homestead, opposite, was swept away by the marauding 
Connecticut. He and his sons and grandson-in-law, Stephen Goodman, 
earried on the ferry which was on the stage-route coming up the 
east side of the river from Springfield to Northampton. The house 
was known as the Goodman house. Four or five families were living 
in it about 1910. Predeceasors of the present owner, Mr. Ignace 
Kowal, allowed it to deteriorate, but certain features outside and 
inside are still notable. A stairway, with curved handrail and 
wooden pegs, is whaltered; the attic shows the sclid structure; 


interest. Hach side of the door ere plain pilasters, and over it 
is a fanlight of leaded glass. Above each window on the first 
fleor, except at an addition, is a delicate carved festcon; also a 
cornice enrithed by carvings in repetition of a larger one over the 
door. Somewhat similar carvings are all around under the eaves. 

Dr. Bonney estimates the "Goodman house" to date from 1784. 
Whatever ite original interior, the fourteen rooms into which it is 
now cut up make Mrs. Kowal wish she could keep house in a smaller one! 

Agross the common, on the east side of the street, are four 
smaller houses which show how such old dwellings may be comfortably 
lived in today. One has recently tesn purchased by Mr. Paul Hennigan, 
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Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) a 
after the death of the latest of its successive owners since its 
erection, which was about 1774 (according to Dr. Bomey). It is 
being restored in complete harmony with its antique character, even 
to the point of sending to the South for floorboards as wide as 
those of pine that have to be removed because of flood damage. for 
instance, in e @ixtcen-foot room there were only thirteen boards. 

Near the Bay Road a house, showing in its rooms the usual corner 
posts and wide floor boards, has several distinctive features. To 
the satisfaction of the researcher, it has the date "A.D. 1790" on 
its cornerstone. A marble sravestone forms a doorstep for the 
front door, on the long side of the house, Tpis door is a very wide 
one, with six panels and two window lighta. 

The back chimney of the house has a fireplace and Dutch oven 
and is supported in the cellar by a low brickwork archway. Y,rtical 
panelling Lines the satire heights of three walls of one ipa 
room and two walls of another which has a fireplace. Similar panelling 
lines the walls of the former sumer kiicsen or pump room, where 
there is a small fireplace and, under board covers, a well. The 
outside decor cf this room has particularly long hinges. 

The feather of the present owner, Mr. John Zuchowski, purchased 
the property, which had been in the possession of the Warner family 
since 1770 and was originally the homestead of Thomas Dickinson, 
according to Kingsley and Bonney in their article im The Grafton 
Magazine of August, 1909. It must, then, have been a Warner who 
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built the house in 1790. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zuchowski appreciate the antiquarian interest 
of their house and are eager to preserve its distinctive features. 

Nerth of this house are two houses, probably of the late 
eighteenth century, which have been altered to adapt them to 
modern Living. One is now owned by ir. Ralph H. Smith and his 
sister, Misa Lillian Smith, The dining»room fireplace, closed by 
previous owners, has been reopened and shows a fine brick oven. 
This fireplace once extended beyond the present partition, and 
the chimney is a huge one. Two other fireplaces are open, and a 
smoke-room in the attic was actually used during Yorld War II. 
In the cellar under the two chinmmeys are pairs of brick arches, 
one pair back to back -- a rather remarkable feature. Under the 
etairs is a cupboard within a cupboard. Apyout six fest above the 
floor beside the door opening on o modern porch, is a mark showing 
the level reached by the flood of 7936. im what was once a shed 
with a dirt floor there is a big beam that can be seen to run into 
the house itself. An outer shed shows the rafters and beams of 
the traditional structure of the period. Joseph E. Smith, father 
of the present owners, bought this house about 1284 or 1885; before 
that, members of the Porter family owned it, one of them, Leicester 
ve Porter, being named on a map of 1873. His father-inelaw, Captain 
John Nash, ran the Hartford boat, doubtless a steamboat, until the 
railroad took away his patronage in 1949. His name is on an 1854 
map, and he died in 1853, aged él. 
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The next house north is believed to be older than the Smiths’. 
When John Hunt married the daughter of Tymothy Hopkins in 1816, and 
presumably went there at that time to live, his father-in-law was 
already living in the house, and he was married in 1792. Before the 
time of the present owner, Mr. Edward C. Vanezyk, the house was 
Yaiged up on a brick foundation to be further above floods, and the 
chimneys were replaced; so there are now no fireplaces. Corner posts 
still show in two of the rooms, but large beams were concealed when 
the house was altered. Shutters that slid into the wall still remain 
in one of the reomg. In fron there is a deorway with fluted 
pilasters. Apove them ed over the door is a decoration of a 
Glaseic Toric design. 

A temporary return was here, as in the “ferry house", to the 
overcrowliag waich prevailed in the seventeenti century when severd 
generations of a family lived in one house. Mrs. Yanezyk says that 
in her mother's time four families lived here, not in this case 
because the older people stayed on, as in earlier times, but because 
younger people coming from the old country moved in until they could 
set up fow themselves. 

Driving from Amberst to Nerthammton through Hadley one crosses 
Weet Sereet where a bend in the highway takes one close by a house, 
perhaps the most dignified on the west side of the street. The house 
is square, vith two chinmeys, and stands behind 4 hedge with a white 
gate. Over the perch is the date 1753. Once it had big barns and a 
long ell which was panelled horizontally on the side walls and esiling 
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Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) er 
thus dignifying the "pump room" or “sumer Kitchen". Beyond this 
wes a shop with two large rooms above it, exteading over the wagon 
shed. All this the present owner, Mr. Edward Connelly, remembers, 
tegether with various happenings in his boyhood. For instance, he 
likes tc show the tin wall sconce he "borrowed" from the ballroom of 
the Crain tavern opposite, before the room was damaged by fire. 
Mere veccatly ne bought at auction a portrait of Susanna Edwards, 
y danghter of Jonathan Edwards of Northampton, and wife of Honorable 
Eleazar Porter. ‘The intense eyes looking out from the picture 
strikingly recall the eyes in the familiar portraits of her distin- 
guished father. The eight rooms of this house, full of interesting 
and beautiful things, many of antiquarian interest, have not had par~ 
titions altered in any essential way. There are nine fireplaces, 
covered only in winter on account of draft from the un~dampered flues, 
ané one fireplace is in the cellar = a rare feature indeed, 

The succession of owners of Mr. Connelly's house is fairly trace- 
able. In 1663 the home lot was occupied by John Marsh. He had married 
Anne, daughter of Governor John Webster, who died in 1661. After 
several generations of the Marsh family, maps of 1854 and 1860 give 
*Capte Ee Guith” as owner or cecupant of the house. If this was Ephraim 
Smith, 4t accounts for the name C. ¥. May on the map of 1873, for 
Mehitable, daughter of Ephraim Smith, married Charles V. May, whose 
heirs deeded the place to James H. and John MeCrath. From them Mr. 
Gounelly's mother received it. 


At the extreme north end of Vest Street are two eighteenth century 


Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) o 
houses on the home lot of Lieutenant Semel Smith, or of Thomas 
Coleman, or one of them on each lot; it is hard to conclude from 
the conflicting maps and records. In any case, they both came 
into the possession of the Reynolds family in mid-nineteenth century. 

Que of then, the smaller, stands ont conspicuous in its craying 
paint, and is not lived in by its present owner, My. John Zabawskid. 

At some time were removed a porch and two elis, in one of which was 
a broom factory; otherwise it has not been altered. ‘The two chinmmeys 
are very massive at the third floor where the flues come together 
just under the vidgepole. Besides such usual features as corner 
posts, irregular width laths, fairly wide floor-boards, and sliding 
window shutters (now painted over), the house has a stairway wide 
enoug: for furniture to be carried up it, and one of the cupboards, 

a narrow horizontal cavity, is in an outside walle To enter the rear 
door you step om - - yes - = gravestones’ When granite replaced some 
marble stones in the cemetery, two were laid down here, one Yight side 
up with initials "8 5" showing. 

Over this rear door a big bell once lung, salvaced from the loco- 
motive of a train wreck. Misekievous boys used to ring it at unseason- 
able hours to annoy the residents. Another anecdote told by Mr. Frank 
C. Reynolds, former owner of the house, concerns a dishpan full of 
eoius discovered in a closet about 1918 lis father, Prancis S. 
Reynolds, had been in business with his own brother, Charies, until 
about 1913. With strangs forgetfulness they teft cash receipts to 


the amount of $40 apiece in this curious safe (7) deposit. 
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Some Old Houses of Hadley (cont.) = 

The river comes much nearer this homestead lot than when four 
young unmarried men received small allotments in 1662, north of 
illian Partrigg's, which was itself north of Sanmel Smith's. The 
street was not a deadeend, for a "north highway to the woods" ran 
either through or beyond one of the eight-acre north lots which 
made this corner a strategic place for an inn, The present house 
of Mr. Reynolds, built about 1735, was the Bull's Head Tavern from 
1S3E to S71. A photograph of about 1896 shows a front porch, now 
gone, a side porch, now partly cut off, and a long ell, of which 
the extension is now gomé. Over this long ell was a dancehall, not 
ripped out 6111 1919. ty,is and other ball~rooms in town testify to 
the gayety that wont on in Hadley despite its Puritan reoutations 
he fireplace in the front room is huge, ite opening surrounded by 
molding, and because it is not midwey in the length of the wall, 
there are two panels on the west end and one on the east. Lower 
panelling is on the south and west wells, and & cupboard on the 
easts. In the cellar, floods have left silt sticking to the hmge 
masonry arches under the front fireplace. Here there are oak deans 
between two layers of bricks, and these beams are so tough that the 
sew was bent which cut out a square, though this square was light 
in weight. Bighteenth contury builiers still clung to oak for 
many purposes, it seems. On the front of the house we see a doom 
way with pilasters and decorated frieze, the heads of the pilasters 
showing the same foliage-type design as thet on the more noted door 


way of the house on the Samuel Porter lot. 
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This heuse on the Samuel Porter lot, near the middle of the 
“qoarter” north of the "widdle highway", is the ouly house now 
standing in the town, besides the Porter-Thelps~iuntington house in 
North Hadley, that is noted outside this region. I¢ is believed to 
have been built in 1713, and is the oldest house in Hadley. ‘Ye find 
it pictured in at least two authoritative books on colonial dwellings, 
and it has been studied by the Historic American Buildings Survey. 
The MaQueston sisters and brother, whose parents bought it in 1901 from 
owners only once removed from the family who had held it since the 
original homestead was occupied by Sammel Porter in 1663, are well 
accustomed to having strangers stop and ask if they my see the house. 

Sylvester Judd, the historian, says he does not know who bulit 
it, but the family tradition has 16 that it was Samel Porter, second, 
son. of the Lieutenant of the name, who was one of the first settlers. 
Judd says that Dleazexy Yorter, probably the one who was the grandson 
of the second Samel, states in his "Minutes" that the honse was “new 
clapboarded and new glazed" in 1752. Judd inspected the house and 
vecords that its height between joints made it' quite resvectable 
according to present notions" (that is, abovt 1854), and that "summers 
(summer beams) and other timber appear but are cased.” Later alter- 
ations by the McQuestons have changed the interior somewhat, but the 
genuineness of its antiquity is everywhere evident. Very likely the 
small irregular panes of blown glass in the door are some of those put 
in when windows were "new glazed" in 1752. Judd speaks of the panelling 
by the fireplace im the south room, which was “new furnished" in 1768, 
and is distinctive because of the pilasters each side of the opening. 
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Shutters in this room are of the folding type, and the west wall, 
being bricked up between studs, has window seats and shelves in it. 
The corner cupboard has a "“witches' croes" carved on each lower 
panel of its two doors, and inside it the paint, made of buttermilk 
and red clay, has never been disturbed. Court mst have been held 
in this room from time to time for over a Immdred and forty years, 
for the commission of Justice of the Peace was held in the Porter 
family from the settlement until 1255. 

The stairway, with its hani-turned balusters and rail, is 
divided above the gecond story; that it contimies to the attic is 
an unusual feature. It would be pleasant to believe, az one writer 
on Hadley declares, that hewm timbers in the attic were taken from 
the original house on the lot, thus linking it with the time “when 
the town was born". 

That attracts the eye of the passerby is the doorway. The 
aoors have witches!’ crosses like those on the cupboard; fluted 
pilasters on each side of the doorway have a fern-like carving above 
the capitals. But the most striking feature is the “broken scroll 
pediment" over the doorway, running up te the window of the second 
story. Its two sweeping curves, which do not quite meet, each end 
in a carved rosette; there is ornamentation under thou and across 
the top of the doorway below. This type of doorway is cheracteristic 
of the domestic architecture of the Connecticut River Valley. Similar 
examples appear in Fast Windsor, Connecticut, on the John Williams 
heuse 4n Deerfield, and preserved in the Hartford Atheneum from an 
eld house once in Newington Parish, Vethersficld. Remembering that 
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the settlers of Hadley came from “ethersfield and Windsor, this 

4s accounted for. One authority on colonial architecture says that 
the Hadley doorway wos copied from = design in the "Palladio Londin- 
fensia", This is the only house described in this article which 

haa @ distinct “overhang”, that is, a projection of the second story 
over the first. In this cage 16 appears on the front and both ends, 
and algo on the ends of the third story. On the front corners a pair 
of rourded corbels support the overhang. A series of tiny carvings, 
like teeth, runs under the gutters of the roof. 

We could go on and tell again the story of the visit of General 
Burgoyne, after the surrender at Saratoga in 17/7, when he was enter~ 
tained in the house of Colonel Flisha Torter next door. Of this 
house only the ell remains. Or, reopen the controversy over the 
"Aneel of Hadley", anropos of the existing portion of the 1795 house 
which replaced the refuge of General Goffe, the reputed deliverer of 
the town from Indians in 1675. These incidents which enliven the 
remote past have been treated of more than once, £0 we will be con- 
tent with directing attention to these few houses on Yest Street 
lived in today, and so linking today with the three centuries of 
Inmen life we are celebrating in Hadley in 1959. 
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Houses Outside the Stockade 
by 
Dr. James Huntington 


As this eestrnment concerns the growth and settlement of 


Hadley "outside the stockade", it is of primary importance, even if 


it overlaps other articles, to clearly define just what we mean by this 


term. Obviously all that part of the original Hadley west of the river 
was outside, but of course will not enter into this narrative. 

We know that the east portion of Hadley was settled by a few hardy 
pioneers from Connecticut who actually took up residence here in the 
late fall of 1659. However, we must realize that there was very little 
if any organization for several montns after this. By the previous 
agreement made in Hartford, before coming to Hadley, every planter 
was to have a house lot of 8 acres. It was voted January 21, 1661, 
that each house lot should be "well fenced by April next" - each man 
doing his portion, The great street 20 rods wide extending from the 
river bank at the north to the brink of the river to the south was 
further protected by fences, posts and rails; also gates for there were 
originally highways extending through this wide street from east to 
west ~- three to the east, north, middle and south extending to the 
pine woods = the middle one extending also to the west was the present 
Russell Street. This fencing certainly was not regarded as adequate 
protection for when real hostility broke out with the Indians in 1676 
Palisades were erected some & feet in height. The town voted to do this 
February 11, 1676. This is Judd's description: "It was a palisade fence 


crossing the home lots, in the rear of the buildings, on both sides of 


Houses Outside the Stockade (cont, ) ad 
the street and crossing the street some rods from each end. The two 
sides of the palisades were each almost a mile in length and the two ends 
were forty rods each. There were strong gates at the ends and at the highways 
on the sides", These are the highways above referred to. As there was little 
danger of an attack from the west, the meadow side, this fortification was not 
there as strongly made. Men might not make outlets for themselves or for 
cattle through this fortification. As the distance from east to west inside 
the stockade was only 0 rods and as the street with the Common measured 20 
rods, this must have #at the the house lot inside the stockade to only 19 rods. 
Thus almost every man, to get into the rear of his house lot, had to go through 
a gate and cross the land of others to reach the rear of his own. This stockade 
must have been erected just in time, for in June, 1676, there was a reel Indian 
wateck on Hadley by a band of some 250 braves. One detachment attacked from 
the northeast, A small cannon was fired at the savages from a house at the 
north end of the town, With the discharge of this "great gun” the Indians all 
fled in terror thoroughly routed and pursued by the band of soldiers under the 
command of Magor Talcott who had only recently arrived to garrison the town, 
No real attacks were made by the red men after this. 

So much for the stockade. Four or five houses at the nortii end of the town 
were not included in this protection. Probably these were closé to the stockade 
on the north highway extending towaris the east. Also the house of John Russell, 
Sr.,5 at the southeast end of the main street, was not included, 

These five or six houses, however, were not the first dwellings outside 
the palisade for in 1661 a small house lot below the south highway that extended 
to the west towards the river, was reserved as a "ferry lot® and Josenh Kellogg built 
a house thereon, It must have been of respectable size for he was by agreement 
allowed to entertain travellers, Here he had a boat for horses and a canoe for 


pergons. Also William Goodman probably had living rooms in the mill or perhaps a 


Houses Outside the Stockade (cont, ) 


small cottage about 1671 some three miles north of the stockade, for we 
find that a house lot next to the mill was granted by the town. We know that 
there was a sort of outpost or garrison where two to four men were constantly 
on the lookout for the approach of hostile Indians. But the mill and what- 
ever house existed were destroyed by Indians in 1677. The first really 
accredited settler north of the stockade was Joseph omith (a cooper) who took 
aver the mill rebuilt in 1678 or 1679 and built on the house lot aljoining. 
This part of the town now known as North Hadley was called the Mills or the 
Upper Millis until the 19th Century. 

There is evidence that an attempt was made in 167), to start a settlement 


in that part of Hadley which is now Sunderland, Whether it actually came to 


. starting buildings we do not know. Anyway if it did, such structures were promptly 


destroyed by the Indians and no further attempt was made in this direction 
until 171), 

The first grant of land south of Mt. Holyoke was made in 1675 to Thomas 
Selden, "6 acres on the river at the mouth of Dry Brook." 

With the proven security for the dwellings inside the stockade and the 
constant fear of the hostile Indians it seems very evident that the inhabitants 
of Hadley were loath to risk houses at any distance from this harbor of refuge. 
To be sure in 1715 Capt. Job Marsh built a house where the Church and Town 
Hall now stand at the corner of what may even then have been called Back Street, 
and the road leading into the pine woods, Undoubtedly a few other houses were 
built outside the palisades to the east and to the west but close enough so 
that retreat would easily be made inside the barrier in case of an emergency. 
We know that in 1720 there were 15 families living in what is now Russell 
Street, east of the stockade, and at that time there were 6 or 7 families on 


Back Street (now Middle Street) and 6 or 7 families living west of the stockade 


Houses Outside the Stockade (cont. ) 


on that portion of the present Russell Street. 

On January 25, 1720, the town of Hadley voted to lay out the land south 
of Mt. Holyoke. This move was due to thé energy and foregight of six persons - 
Peter, William and Luke Montague,Chiliab Smith, Jr., John Preston and Fbhenezer 
Marsh, At the turn of the 18th Century there was a feeling of unrest in this 
town of ours, The houses, secure within the stockade, were overcrowded. Too 
many families lived in a single dwelling. Tiws John Preston married one of 
four sisters, each of whom brought her husband home to live under the paternal 
roof, The children of William Montague lived in the same house with their 
uncles, aunts and cousins, besides their parents and grandparents, This proposal 
to migrate to beyond the mountain met grave opposition and cause? so much 
‘frttety that in the spring of 1720 ‘a day of fasting and prayer was appointed to 
implore Devine Blessing upon this hazardous undertaking," 

The house lots south of the mountain were laid out in the spring of 1720, 
The work of clearing and fencing these home lots began, These hardy laborers still 
lived in the old part of Hadley, going home every Saturday to return to their 
labors Monday morning, bringing with them a week's supply of food to be supple- 
mented by fresh meat and fish so easily obtained. One hundred and seventeen 
inhabitants of the town of Hadley were entitled to draw shares for this new 
settlement according to the assessed value of their property in the town - 37 
acres for every pound of assessed estate, These new homes were slowly occupied 
on account of natural reluctance to leave the protection of the stockade, the 


underlying fear of the Redmen. 


Peter Montague's home was probably not completed in 1720; John Preston's 


house was started in 1721. In spite of signs of another Indian uprising in 1722 


Houses Outside the Stockade (cont. ) 


more house lots were laid out south of the mountain but because of the definite 


itacrat ueveiritien: these early settlers returned to the dwellings near 

or inside the stockade. It was not until 1725 that John Preston finished his house 
the second to be erected in that part of the town, It was not until 1727 that 
active settlement was GonSummated, Put within five years forty families were 
living south of the mountain. However, Indian depredations in this region 
continued on a minor seale until 1757. 

On March lh, 1700, Hadley voted that 3 miles and one quarter east of the 
meeting house, and from the north side of Mt. Holyoke to Fort River, should be 
common land forever, That the tract east of this should be laid out in three 
divisions, The first two were to be for home lots, the third for pasture. 
Because of the ever POOUrEANE Indian wars and raids, no attempt was made to 
Siinices et these lands east of the Y'iiadow of the stockade in Hadley. 

To be sure, one Foote of Hatfield by tradition made an attempt to live by 
fishing and hunting in a shanty an the east part of what is now Amherst, a little 
north of the East Parish Meeting House. He soon gave it up but that part of the 
town was known for many years as "Foote folly swamp". About 1719 a squatter by 
the name of Peter Tomo lived two miles east of the stockade in Pine Plain. He 
acted as shepherd for the flocks pastured nearby. His hut was well fenced and 
he raised crops and sold huckleberries, We have a record of him as late as 

1757 when he removed to Granby. Judd states that settlement in the 3rd precinct 
imxkXBk now Amherst, may mek have begun as early as 1727. The first real record 
that we have is the vote taken in Hadley in 1730 to lay out an acre of land for 
a cemetary for the dwellers in the east portion of the town, In 1731 there is a 
record of the settlers in that portion of the town 18 in number, This region 
was recognized as the 3rd Precinct in 173), the year David Parsons was secured 


as the first pastor, There is no record and it is impossible to state with any 


nouses Jutside the Stockade (cont. ) 


accuracy where these 18 lived. We do know, however, that the Meeting House 

was on the hill where the Amherst College buildings now are and presumably 

the earliest houses were in fairly close proximity. A man of Amherst in 1770 
with the names of the householders attached is the first real proof we have of 
the land owners, Between 1731 and 1738 fourteen more settlers arrived and in 
the next 6 years 3), were added. From 17);5 to 1763 sixtynine joined the settle- 
ment, so by this time there were more house in Amherst than in the original town 
of Hadley. While it certainly was not the first house by any means built within 
the limits of the town, the Foltwood house on Amity Street now owned by Mason 
Dickinson, is known to have been built in 17h5. The Stockbridge house under the 
shadow of the University of Massachusetts, according to some authorities, may be 
a bit older, The Strong house on Amity “treet, the home of Amherst Historical 
Society, was built in 176. 

Belchertown was settled about the same/time as Amherst. In October and 
November, 1727, this region was plotted on a chart by Col. Timothy Dwight of 
Northampton, In 1731 several families from Northamoton, Hadley and Hatfield 
settled in the t wn then called Cold Spring. Judd states that Aaron Lyman was 
licensed as an innkeeper there in 1728 but Holland gives July, 1731, as the 
date of Lyman's arrival with the others from the above-mentioned towns. 

The growth of Hadley north of the stockade was very slow, probably because 
of its close proximity to the river ~ the highway for scouting Indians, There 
is a record of three small houses being built along Mill Brook by 1731. However, 
the first substantial house built north of the stockade was that of Moses Porter 
in Forty Acres in 1752 - the present Porter-Phelps-Huntington Historical House 
Museum. Moses Porter married in 17/6 Flizabeth Pitkin of Hartford and brought 


her back to his father's house « undovbtedly the one built by his grandfather 


@ | 
’ 


Houses Outside the “tockade (cont, ) 


Samuel, on West Street, now owned by the McQueston family. The house was 
overcrowded as were most of the houses on the broad street. Bot! his father and 
mother were still living and occupied the house; probably his Unele Hleazer 

and his family. It was because his wife Elizabeth could not stand this over- 
crowded abode suas caeoiided him to build on the next lot north of his parental 
home, But even then there were too many Porters for Elizabeth (50 years later 
this part of Hadley was referred to in my great-great-grandmother's diary as 
'Porter Plain’) and Moses again was p°rsuaded to move by his sensitive spouse. 


This time he would get far enough away, so in spite of possible Indian raids 


he prepared to build m the Porter property to the north and he chose the present 


- site on the Forty -Acres tract, and some 590 acres surrounding it. He sold his 


father's house on the "road Street of Old Hadley to his cousin Tleazer, Jr., who 
had just graduated from Yale, and a year or $wo later, ‘the house that he had 
hiatiy erected. The roof tree was raised on the house on Forty Acres late in 
the spring of 1752 and the family moved from the populous village to the lonely 
house én the river 2 miles to the north, 

One of the earliest to build north of the mansions was Joseph Alexander. 
On December 12, 1766, there is the record of the birth of his son Fliakim, so 
the house was built before that. Faxon Deane lived in one of the houses near 
the Mill. This was bought by Benjamin Smith who sold it in 178) to Charles 
Phelps of Forty Acres, who seems to have had an avid appetite for real estate. 
I have the deed in which this purchase is described: "Dwelling house and shop 
adjoining near the grist mill built and formerly owned by Faxon Deane", He 
must have settled in Hadley by 1766 at the latest for in that year his daughter 
Olivé is recorded as born in Hadley. Judd gives the dwellers in the Upper Mills 


in 1770 as John Acers, Charles Phelps, Timothy Hammond, Daniel Leonard, Daniel 


om 
Houses Outside the Stockade (cont. ) 


Worthington, Joseph Alexander, Benjamin Smith, Faxon Deane, Caleb Bartlett, 
Elisha Smith 2nd, Elisha Smith 3rd, John Smith and Aaron Goodrich. Judd notes 
that in that year there were no inhabitants at Plainville, none in the 
“underland Road north of Caleb Bartlett's house and none between Charles Phelps 
House and Back Street. 


In 177) the two houses in what is now known as Fast Hadldy or Plainville 


were built, one by Joseoh Nash and the other by his brother-in-law, Nehemiah Gaylord 


This house built by Gaylord was purchased later by Nash and the present brick 
portion was added in the 18)0's, Just where the original Nash house was built 
we do not know but evidently it was in fairly close proximity, An entry in our 
ancestral diary reads:"Sunday, Sept. 11, 177, in the afternoon Mama and I rode 
up to see some new neighbors above us, Gaylords and Nashes,* 

Also in 177 a house was built at the foot of Mt. Warner by Charles Phelps, 
on land owned by him, for Samel Sneed, In 1786 George Hubbard, who came to 
Hadley in 1780, built a house near the Mill on the left hand side ging north 
én what had now become the Main Bighway through that part of the town. The 
next house to be built was that of Stephen Belden on the lot where now stands 


the house of Arthur Howe. Benjamin Smith built just north of this a large house. 


This was later a hotel and after it was taken down in 1826 the famous Thaddeus 


Smith Tavern was built on the site - the signboard of which is now in the room of 
the North Hadley Library. Samuel Ferguson sold half of his dwelling with land 
surrounding to Charles Phelps in 178, This house is described in the deed as on 
the east side of Sunderland Road, bounded by the Mill Pond. In the same month he 
bought from Horace Day half of a dwelling house, barn and land bounded by land 
owned by the School on the south, east by the Mill Pond, west by land leading to 
School meadows and north on School land, near the grist mill. In November, 1783, 


a cottage was built by Charles Phelps at the edge of the woods opnosite his 
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Houses Outside the Stockade (cont, ) 


iicesau for George and Mary Andries, Hessians who worked for Phelps. 

In 1785 or 1786 Daniel Russell built a house some mile and a half 
north of Stephen Belding's, William Montague owned a house even further 
north, This was built in 1786. 

In the pete for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts made in 1790 it 
gives in the town of Hadley 133 heads of families. We find 2h of these living 
north of Charles Phelps, 2 living north of William Montague. From notes made 
in 1897 by R. M. Montague is this statement: "In 1797 there were but 5 houses 
Saieth of the lot where the Church now stands." This would tend to prove that 
several families lived in a iaiie neues and also that most of the houses in 


this part of the town were centered around the mill and on the outskirts 


toward Amherst. Mrs. Smith, Arthur Howe's sister, __ in notes 


made in 1919 gives the number of homesteads in the Upper Mills in 1797 as 13 
including Charles Phelps but not George Andries. The houses of Josiah Nash 
and Nehemiah Gaylord are not included, 

‘cap. John Lyman and his son Zado were the first settlers in Hockanunm, 
They came from Northampton after their house was destroyed by fire in 172, 
probably 17h). 

So much for the settlement and growth of the outlying portion of Hadley. 
Now let us look at the srowth of the original portion of the town. lots were © 
laid out to the east as early as 168) but Judd states that because of the 
Indian War "No man would build outside the fortification," Some building was 
begun in 1699 but again rumors of Indian hostilities prevented any house outside 
the stockade being occupied. Judd states that in 1700 there probably were 70 


families and they all lived onthe broad street and the highway to the north 
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Houses Outside the Stockade (cont, ) 


extending east towards the Pine Woods, Besides these was the miller living 
three miles north, There were a few houses just outside the stockade, such 
as the Ferry House. Back Street, the present Middle Street, was laid out 20 
rods wide originally and all the houses were on the east side. In 1773 the 
town narrowed the street and sold the land on the west side thus obtained to 
the owners of the adjoining lands on West Street. Only 6 or 7 families lived 
on Back Street in 1720, 

Probably about the same time as Pack Street was built upon, the Bay Road 
section of Hadley was being oceupied for it was of an ever-increasing 
| importance as the highway leading to the south and east on this side of the 
river, Certainly there are houses now standing that bear all the evidence 
of fairly early 18th Century construction, Certainly by 1772 when the 
luxurious Ben Smith Tavern was built on the corner of Back Street and the Bay 
Road this thoroughfare was a most important feature of the town, 

In the early years of the 19th Century the growth of Hailey was very 
slow and it is hard to tell just when the present roads were added, The 
Hatfield bridge was built in 1807 and undoubtedly the present Huntington 
Road was laid out at that time, if not before, In 1816 Charles Phelps built 
his substantial mansion, now the Phelps Farm on River Road, Dan Huntington, 
wks came to live in Hadley and occupy the mansion which later his wife inherited, 
Two of his sons built on the acres owned by their grandfather, Charles Phelps. 
Theophilus built just north of the Mansion, later bought by Will Comins. 
Theodore built north of Coleman's Brook the house now owned by Louis Klimoski. 
Later Theodore moved to Huntington Road, ‘That house was destroyed by fire 
and the house on that site is owned by Stanley Zygmont. Just when East Street 
was laid out I am not clear, but from the number of houses on the map of 1860 


it probably was early in the 19th Century. Until the last decades of the 19th 


Houses Outside the Stockade (cont. ) 


Century there were only three houses on Huntington Road. In fact 
there were hat@ly more than that in 1950. The same might be said of 
Rocky Hill Road where now a half a hundred houses stand. In facty 
especially with the advent of the super-highway of Route 116 this bids 
fair to be the most thickly populated part of this grand old town of 


Hadley. 


THE BEN SMITH TAVERN 


by Fanny G. Allen 


A person traveling today between Boston and Albany, by land, 
would easily cover the distance in half a day. One hundred and 
eighty years ago he might have made one of his necessary overnight 
stops at the newly-built "Ben Smith Tavern" at the corner of Bay 
Road and South Middle Street in Hadley. It would not then have 
been known by that name as the builder was Major John Smith. The 
approximate date of building was 177h. 

Major Smith kept a "public house", and as was customary in 
those days, sold liquor at the bar, but diring his reign as land- 
lord there is said to have been a temperence awakening known as 
the "Washington movement", in which he sympathized to the extent 
of banishing liquor from his house. He was told by everyone that 
he could not successfully keep a public house without selling 
liquor, but the contrary proved to be true, for his business was 
prosperous. 

In the early 1800's he sold the house to Benjamin Smith 
of North Hadley, who "entertained" travelers in it for a number of 
years, and his name is the one adopted for its permanent one. The 
builder's name was disregarded, his connection with the place 
evidently having been considered too transient. turing these 
years the stages which ran from Boston to Albany and also those 


which ran down the river to Hartford, always stopped there. When 
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Mary lyon was making plans for a seminary at South Hadley she 
occasionally spent a few hours or a night in this tavern. A 
cattle-driver from Belchertown named Bartlett, well known in 
his time, often stopped in it on trips between Belchertown and 
Albany. At times the house was full of river boatmen. 

In the late 1820's George Allen came from Enfield, 
Comnecticut, to teach in the red brick schoolhouse on Bay Road. 
He boarded at the tavern nearby and married one of the landlord's 
daughters. A modern young woman has somewhat irreverently sug- 
gested that it was "cheaper than paying board", but George returned 
to his former home in Enfield with his wife and it is a matter of 
record that he subsequently loaned money to his tavern—keeping 
father-in-law. So the possibility of a romantic rather than a 
practical interest camnot be entirely eliminated. 

Ben Smith kept the place only a few more years and sold 
it in 1832 to an Augustus Smith of Westfield, who kept it until 
1837. ‘then George Allen purchased it and returned from Enfield 
to make his home there. He altered the inside arrangement of it 
somewhat by taking down the large chimneys and adding the two 
front rooms, over which is the long hall, occasionally used as 
a dance hall in those years. The hall had a "spring floor", 
the “spring™® being made by supporting timbers underneath meeting 
at the center and extending outward to the sides at a lower point, 
an inverted V. The floor still springs, one hundred and twenty 
years later. Many visitors being shown through the place over 


the years have expressed alarm at the shaking and quivering of 


Bath pe 


3 


sie yelbel dtu08 ts vtankiee & tot enata uitblem esw ooyl ytelf 
& ,steved efit af tdgin s to eto wel s taeqe yf Leno tesooo 
at mvromi [low ,ctelived bomsa owodtetofed mort re8vish-oldiso © 
hoe swodttoroled neowted aghat mo ¢i af baygote aes to ,emtt ein 
eseutsod tevit to [fut eew senod ont somts th owisd lA 
ble kit Mott omso neltA e_toe) at OS8L oval ort ol 
+beoil ye mo savodloordsa Atoltd bet oft at dosed od tito Li gered 
e'otolbasl elt to emo Deirram bas ydrsen mweved ond ts bebtsod af 
~gue Yftnereve ttt tecwenor eed memow anvoy srebom A eBted gueb 
berrudet e30ed tad ,"hxsod goiveq nadd tegsedo" asw ti dart heveey 
to tedésm 8 at t£ brs eiiw etsi ridtve blottal mk: omod tomrot eid o¢ 
wigesn-axeved atd of \Ventomt Sensol yltnoupeadve of tedd St999% 
& gent selist ofinsmot 2 lo yilidtesog ent of «wal-at=teatet 
_-botsniatfve yletktas ed. Jomumo seotetat fsoisosny 
‘flow bas ersey eiom wet s ylno sosfa ond dood atime aod 
Liina $i ¢qot odw ,bLeltteoW to ddime aucaugud ms od SCOL at tf 
bLoHcl mort bewrsier bua tt hoestom nelLA eyrood nod! .yeGE 
i To dnamegnatis ebtent ont beredls off -orents sod sid else of 
ows ort gathbs bre eyonmide sorsf add mmb snubled yd sertwemoa 
ea beas yitsnokasooo ,ifsd goof edd et dottw revo e2toot Snot 
, wooli gakige" s bed LLad edt .ereey seodt at Lfar eoneb s 
anivoem disemrebrs azecntt sattrogque yo obax gnted "uate" ont 
acetal towol £ Je eebkea end ot Ssewivo gathaedxo bas tedneo orig, os 
Waord bes hethaud eto .aeakuae [Lite tooLt aft .V betrevnt ns 
tovo soslq add dayotds ee ne ae sTetel etsey 
to sattevitop bus xyitlerie ond Ys anal bonvomp over euoy ox 


36 


this floor but it has never let anyone down, 

In January of 183 the Council which assembled to examine 
and ordain the Reverend yr. Martin met in this hall, and a famous 
dinner was served to the ministers and delegates in the large 
tavern dining room in the northeastern part of the house. During 
the summer of 18): a muster was held on West Street common and the 
house overflowed with guests. In 188 the tavern was closed to 
the general public and has since been a private dwelling, all 
eighteen rooms of it. By this time George Allen had lost his first 
wife and had married another Smith, not related to the daughter of 
Benjamin. This kept the name Smith connected with the house as 
it had been from the beginning. Two of their daughters were born, 
lived their entire lives and died in it, and a granddaughter 
continued to own it until 1928, when it was purchased by Miss Elsie 
Leonard, then purchasing agent at a neighboring college. Yes, 
it was SMITH. Miss Leonard sold it to Mr. and lirs. Joseph A. Logan, 
who now reside there. It was in the possession of the Allen 
family for ninety years and has been a residence for one hundred 
and ten years of its existence — a tavern about seventy-four years. 

After it ceased to be a tavern in 188, many meetings were 
held in the dance hall, of a religious or judicial nature, 
committees or "hearings", Until fairly recent times there was 
a "corn-house"™ attached to the long ell and a large barn stood 
at right angles to this at the east end. It was a fine setup for 
a fire, which fortunately never occurred, even when the place was 


struck by lightning around 1885. The bolt ran the length of the 
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dance hall ceiling which kept the evidence in a dark brown crack 
the length of it, and went down the front stairs, through three 
first floor rooms and cut by way of an open door on the north side. 

The building has been modernized somewhat of course for 
comfortable living, but on the whole has been changed very little. 
The built-in bar which served the tavern has been such in name 
only for many years but remains in its original state. The counter, 
shelves and little wooden money drawers with their handmade 
wooden knobs for handles, furnished a fine setting for children 
playing store. In fact, as late as the early 1900's, one of 
the inhabitants at that time, when a freshman at college, was 
somewhat puzzled by the facial expressions of amazement which 
resulted from her casual references to the "bar-room" as part of 
her accepted surroundings. The name was kept as a natural way 
to distinguish that room from others. 

One other interesting feature of the place is the old well 
under the kitchen floor. Until the town water supply system 
furnished the inhabitants of Hadley with fine running water from 
Mount Holyoke, a pump in the kitchen supplied the inhabitants of 
the tavern with pure cold water from this well. A square of 
flooring could be raised so that a pail might be lowered into the 
water for the purpose of preserving meat and butter - a not-too- 
convenient predecessor of the modern refrigerator. In winter the 
large old tavern dining room furnished a walk=in deepfreeze for 
all kinds of food, the "family" dining room of the inn days re- 


maining such. A large cistern outside the kitchen door gathered 
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rain water for many household uses. Two small boys of the 
neighborhood were once playing by this cistern and the curiosity 
of one prompted him to lean too far over. The other timidly 
knocked on the kitchen door and politely waited for it to be 
opened before announcing that his companion was "in the cistern.” 
Fortunately the knock was answered promptly and the life was 
savede 

Many tales doubtless could have been told by residents and 
transients who have known the place but there is no record of 
ghosts, except in the sense of Longfellow's "The houses wherein 
men have lived and died are haunted houses." The heavy beams and 
timbers and the solid foundation have ovtlasted several genera- 


tions of human beings and are apparently good for a few more. 
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